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WASHINGTON — A highly clas-
sified report sent this month to
President Reagan harshly criticis-
es the CIA and the FBI for “mis-
handling” the case of former ClA
Igjage the Soviet \Unhi[od details of .

. espignage in Moecow after
being fired for drug use and mental
instability, sources with knowledge
of the document said.

Howard’s revelations led the So-
viets to execute one of the CIA’s
prime Moacow contacts and devas-
tated the agency's remaining spy .
operations in the Soviet capi
according to the sources. He elud
FBI agents in New Mexico in 1984
and fled to the Soviet Un!i‘on but'
recently was reported sighted in
the Caribbean.

The report, by the 11:member
President’s Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Board, has been deliv-
ered to FBI and CIA officials. It is

said to single out for criticism the
top C1A spymaster’s office, the post
of deputy director of operations, for
overlooking repeated blunders in
Howard's hiring, screening and his
eventual dismissal.

The document states that How-
ard’s growing troubles went unde-
tected by the CIA until shortly
before he was to be sent to Moscow,
where he reportedly was to become
a “case officer” for one of the CLA's
most valuable informants. Al-
though the CIA canceled the Mos-
cow duty, the report states, both
the agency the FBI later failed
to ensure that the disillusioned spy
did not sell his secrets elsewhere.

Among other conclusions, the
report charges that agency officials
acted irresponsibly in firing How-
ard—well after he had been given
vital secrets on U.S. espionage—
gnh,egn tl;ey uncovered evidence of

abuse, petty thie and
mental instability on hhp:?

The report also accuses the CIA

and
in it later pursuit of Howard.

Report Criticizes
r Unstable Agent

By MICHARL, WINES, T¥mes Staff Writer
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changes in CIA hiring, firing and
employee-screening procedures,
some of which already have been

spokeswoman, refused kachev, who had fed

or deny the existence of the report 0n avionics, cruise mm
or to comment on the Howard other technologies.

matter. The FBI also declined com- A last polygraph check before
ment. Bonnnmtmllmow

clined to be named termed the petty crime
g‘x\l-wlnm z:"'" in internal been overiooked before,” one
Ca*yomn“ “vﬁﬂw Mnu,, source ssid. “The guy was coming
“Here you've got Moscow—the advisory panel reportedly
most sensitive case officer job you m?mummem-mw-
had—and you were se a intelligence should have

. Italaorepaudlyemcnmd.in

The CIA executive who aliowed strong terms agency erred
HowmwuﬁMcmtdm!y wmmmmm
operations director Clair George, is have assigned him to a low-levei

reported to have come under in-

. A > job, where he could be
tense criticism in the in
communty in the “vake of the | Taod 2ty o comre it
report, though the document does tional security.
not link him by name to the affair Instead, h
Ho 1 was hired under G ge’s i, e was released from
predecessor, John Stein, now the the CIA in June, 1983, and took a
CIA’s inspector f‘:‘“g u:: New u‘?‘”bm -

h . apparen ch of
a g‘}fx;‘ House ovemadvnn{ym g‘;eedm" the FBI was not told of
spying practices, dissected the omdim’:if" more than a year,
Hosward case during a broad look at mthnt
U.S. counterspy begun During year, according to
last winter after Soviet KGBofficer ~ FBI affidavits filed last year in
Vitaly Yurchenko defected to the  Albuquerque, N.M., Howard spent
United States and then returned to hmn-smfrontoftheSovietEmbu-
Soviet custody. 8y in Washington, deliberating

It was Yurchenko who told the ~ ©Ver Whether to give his Moscow

CIA of Howard's betrayal last sum-  SecTets to officials inside.
mer. The United States was un- Accarding to the report, 2 source
aware that its former agent was said, Howard also i
anything other than a troubled man Very strange, bisarre’
whose spying career had foun- - calls to
dered, but the report was said to theU.S.&nbA-yinllueow.re-
document “obvious” overiooked portedly telling em
signals that Howard posed a poten- th_thewwldnotbeeommgtome
tiall Fu'y grave security threat.

exampie, the report was said
to conclude that the CIA over- Contianed
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Union. The calls “set off
bells” in M Strongly for hiring Howard_and
il 08COW and the thennotinfonningthemm

taken,
tory” reacti urchenko’
ot o bermy - Chmre T
muondebnl;’fe; b&; t.h; KGB. His I"BAI was wto '.h:: “taking o
e June,
arrest of Tolkachev, who Wxsas_. :::g, t:hi‘:th m wordm !'wm

Behind that visible dama H quaa‘
however, the cost to CIA opefae-' “W'::;;dth:vi'eglu:undyﬂaﬂe‘ .
cjtmmedv:j'ﬁ immense. ‘Hom dis-  limited surveillance, But he eluded
aﬁmmh:l.!{,;:«yactweo?er- his shadows last Sept. 21 and fled

;I'hemlmeowmtion.?n He theneounm"u-y. ters Rod :l”i

h advisory panej MM Ocme“.. "33.
CIA’s operations divisi::xp'mgte m m ctoryJ' '
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